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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad…  I Thes. 1:8
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Do you believe in Angels? 

Angels Featured Prominently in the Life of our Lord Jesus Christ –

· They announced His Birth.
Mt. 1:20; Lk. 2:9, 10, 13

· They ministered unto Him.
Mt. 4:11; Mk. 1:13

· They were ready to help Him at His biding.
Mt. 26:53 cf. 4:6

· They announced His resurrection.
Mt. 28:5

· They accompanied Him in His ascension and announced His 2nd return.
Acts 1:10, 11

· They will accompany His Return to earth.
Mt. 24:30, 31

Angels are Promised to help us in our lives -  

· They minister to us.
Heb. 1:14

· They are guardian angels to our children
Mt. 18:10

· Though unseen, they are always with us.
II Kgs. 6:16, 17 cf. Heb. 1:7

· They are there to welcome us into heaven when the time comes.
Cf. Lk. 16:22

Angels in the Rafters is the title of a book of reflections from the Murree Christian School (MCS) community (India) following the terrorist attack on Monday, 5 August 2002 as compiled by Sue Morton. 

In the many first-hand recorded testimonies in the book, a few testified to miraculous deliverance by angels during their terrified flight from pursuing terrorists. Others could only point to Divine interventions for the tragic events that took place that day. Nothing short of miracles could explain the supernatural escapes of these children and their teachers.

The MCS High School is built into a huge, deconsecrated nineteenth century British garrison church. Some classrooms are four levels up in the towering structure, amid the massive timber rafters. Some students who spent a very long hour hiding in rooms on the upper floors during the attack heard singing coming from above them. “There must have been angels in the rafters”, one said. There were – wrote Russell Morton, Director of MCS.

This is the testimony of Becca Couch, Grade 8. She writes, “Sitting there in the hall, waiting to die, was the worst time in my life. Then I heard singing. It was faint at first, then it became clearer. It was while the shooting was still going on and I thought somebody had put a tape or CD on to calm us down. It was really nice choir music coming from the rafters. When the day was over, I told my friends and they said they had heard it too. That’s why I know there were angels in the rafters.”

More such testimonies are recorded in the book. “God’s hand was evident in the tragic event, despite the evil perpetrated and the immense cost to the community. There were many miracles, large and small, which combined to limit the injury and loss,” wrote Russell Morton.

In these days of hedonistic and materialistic living on one hand, and horrific terrorism and mindless killing of the innocents on the other extreme end, is God still in control or has He given them over to the lusts of their own hearts (Rom. 1:24); to their vile affections (1:26) and to a reprobate mind? (1:28) 

Do Christians still believe in the Sovereign God working out His plans during these last days? Despite the multitudes of believers and many of His servants having been martyred in recent years, some miraculously survived perhaps with the assistance of angels who are out there to do His bidding (II Kgs. 6:16, 17). Who decides who live and who are sacrificed? Do we have a choice? Can we demand? Are not innocent children too young to die? Are not potential professionals wasted with so many enriching years ahead? Is it not cruel to see women molested, raped and disfigured physically and mentally (for some, even spiritually) for life? Where is God and is He in control? These are hard questions faced with the facts.

Yet there are those who are miraculously saved and those who survive. Why did God send His angels to the rafters to save the children and staff, while the other six He left to be sacrificed? What about the multitudes in Indonesia, Pakistan, India, Ethiopia, Nigeria, in the Middle-east, etc. who had succumbed to the persecutions of their faith? Yet sometimes there is the more tragic situation where believers would even negate their faith sans any affliction whatsoever for a few crumbs of selfish rights to live their own lives while lifting not a finger to point others to the One Who gave His life – His All for them?  

Is God unfair, or are we unfair to Him? 

This year let us burden ourselves to pray for God’s servants and children who live and serve Him in these dangerous places. Let us look beyond us and our selfish wants, and burden ourselves with praying for God’s will to be done in Heaven and on Earth (Luke 11:2), and even in our lives. Let is intercede for God’s faithful servants who seek to obey His Will in serving Him in sensitive areas, and His saints living in these places.

Do we believe in miracles? Do we believe in Angels? Do we believe there are Angels in the Rafters?

Incidentally Ron in his newsletter on Feb. 3 related this incident:

"Slow down, Ver!" cried Judith to Oliver, the tricycle driver. [Tricycles are motorbikes with a big sidecar, and can carry a total of 6 adult passengers.] Oliver was travelling fast downhill, and he had 3 adults, 2 teens and 2 children. Then the brakes failed. 

Judith pushed out her 2 children aged 5 and 9 on to the road. Then the tricycle veered sharply to the left, flipped over two times, and stopped just a short distance from a ravine. Miraculously no one was killed. 

Judith's teenaged son landed on the grass between 2 big rocks. Her younger children didn't even have scratches. The 5- year old only had a bump on her head. The others escaped with bruises and sore bodies. A passing vehicle took them to hospital for check ups. 

The church rejoiced last Sunday on hearing the Lord's deliverance of Judith and the other passengers. 

Truly His angels were at work! – These are Ron’s words.
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